
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

‘Inspiring Minds Together’ 
 

 

Welcome to 
Reception  

 

Executive Head Teacher: Mrs Kennedy 

Head of School: Miss Tancock 

Assistant Head Teacher, Lower School: Mrs Edwards 

 
The purpose of this booklet is to provide you with information so you 

feel able to support your child at home. We believe we are in a 

partnership with you and that your child will learn best when they 

know that we are working together. 
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Our School Values and Rules 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This booklet provides some key information about Reception at The Cambridge 

Primary School. For further information, please look on the school website under 

Curriculum\ Year R. 
 

 

Transition into School 

 

• Wednesday 2nd July – Pupil and parent visit to school – (45-minute time 

slot to be allocated) and Parent information talk 6 – 7pm in the school 

main hall.  

• Wednesday 16th July – New Starters Teddy Bear Picnic!  

3.30pm – 4.30pm (This is a great opportunity to meet the reception team 

and create exciting conversations for September!)  

• 4th - 9th Sept - Home Visits (30-minute time slots signed up for on 2nd July). 

A teacher and a learning support assistant will visit your child's home 

environment. This visit provides an additional opportunity for your child 

School Rules 
Be safe 

Be respectful 
Be ready 

School Values 
Happiness  Teamwork 

Honesty   Respect 
Responsibility  Excellence 

Learning Characteristics 
All learning opportunities are planned to promote the development of the characteristics by 

including opportunities for children to: 

Be Brave - Pupils are given opportunities to face challenges, celebrate mistakes and 

develop resilience and self-confidence. 

Be Innovative – Pupils are given opportunities to express individualism. 

Be Collaborative - Pupils are given opportunities to work alongside others in a 

supportive climate. 

Take Ownership - Pupils are encouraged to steer their own learning. 
 

https://www.cambridgeschool.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Year+R&pid=1035
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to engage with their class teacher and allows you to ask any questions you 

may have. 

• Wednesday 10th September – Reception pupils first day morning session 

only (From 9.00am – 11.45am) 

• Thursday 11th September – Morning session and lunch (8.30am – 1.30pm) 

• Friday 12th September – Full day (8.30am – 3.15pm) 

• Monday 15th September – Full time onwards (8.30am – 3.15pm) 

 

Drop Off and Pick Up 

 

The day begins at 8.30am when the gates open.  

 

For reception children, please wait outside the front of school to the right-hand 

side for the gates to open. Once gates are opened you are welcomed into the 

Reception area through the gate on the right-hand side of the main entrance You 

are able to walk your children to their classroom door to start their day.  

 

Please note, there are no parking facilities on site or along Steele’s Road.  

 

At 8.45, the outside doors and gates are locked to ensure the safety of the 

children. If your child arrives after 8.45am, please enter via the school office and 

not the classroom door. This is to ensure your child is included in registration and 

lunch numbers. 

 

In order to help children make the best start to the day they need to be in 

school by 8.45am. Teaching begins at this time and your child will miss valuable 

learning if they are late. 

 

Absence 

If your child is absent due to illness, please inform the school by telephone 

(01252 314884) before 9.30am on the first day of the absence. When your child 

returns, a letter or email (info@cambridgschool.hants.sch.uk) of explanation will 

be required for our records, in addition to the original phone call.  

 

Please see our Attendance Policy (on the school website) for more information 

regarding requests of leave of absence. 

 

https://www.cambridgeschool.hants.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2493&type=pdf
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End of the School Day 

The school day finishes at 3.15pm. The system for leaving school is the same as 

the morning.  

 

Parents enter through the front gates and meet their child by the Reception 

classrooms before leaving back through the front gate. Siblings will be sent to 

the Reception classrooms to support with pick up.  

 

Please contact the office, if your child is changing home time arrangements.  

If your child is not collected by 3.30pm, they will be taken to the nest (after 

school club) and you may incur a fee.  

 

Communicating with the Teacher 

Parents are encouraged to talk to their child’s class teacher without delay if they 

have any concerns or queries. We have an open-door policy where you can talk 

to the class teacher briefly at the beginning and end of the school day or contact 

the school using the following email: 

lowerschool@cambridgeschool.hants.sch.uk  

For general enquiries, please contact the school office. 

Email: info@cambridgeschool.hants.sch.uk Telephone: 01252 314884 

 

Teaching and Learning 
Our aim is to provide an engaging environment, filled with everyday items that 

encourage children’s natural curiosity. Children can play, explore, create and 

think; supporting them in their journey to become effective, motivated learners.  

 

Learning is organised across six question based topics with experiences planned 

to support the children’s development.   
Reception Topics 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 Tell me a Story  

Our school day has a flexible structure, allowing opportunity for teacher led 

and child led learning and play. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lowerschool@cambridgeschool.hants.sch.uk
javascript:mt('info','cambridgeschool.hants.sch.uk','','')


5 
 

Daily Routine 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EYFS Curriculum 
In Reception, we follow the Early Years Statutory Framework for the Early Years 

Foundation Stage. This Framework is separated into Prime and Specific areas for 

development. The prime areas begin to develop quickly in response to 

relationships and experiences, and run through and support learning in all other 

areas. The prime areas continue to be fundamental throughout the EYFS. These 

are:  

• Communication and Language  

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

• Physical Development  

The specific areas include essential skills and knowledge. They grow out of the 

prime areas, and provide important contexts for learning. These are:  

• Literacy  

• Mathematics  

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design  

 

You will receive a weekly letter, identifying the learning that has taken place and 

how to support at home. This is in addition to topic overviews that outline the 

learning within each topic. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeschool.hants.sch.uk/page/?title=Topic+Overviews&pid=1076
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Home Learning Expectations 
  

Research has repeatedly shown that parental involvement in 

their child’s schooling is a more powerful force than other family 

background variables. Parental involvement has a significant 

effect on pupil achievement throughout the years of schooling. 
 

The purpose of home learning is to enhance a child’s learning and provide a 

partnership between home and school that is clearly identifiable to the child. 

The tasks set should not intrude unreasonably into the interests of the children 

beyond the school day. Setting aside a specific time for your child to complete 

their home learning helps to embed routines that will develop their study skills.  
 

The weekly letter details the learning from the week and any home learning to 

complete at home. If there is a specific objective that your child needs to 

practice, teachers will communicate this with you. 

In Reception, the expectations are:  

• Reading: daily 10 minutes  

Your child should read their phonics reader book, which is changed weekly. Your 

child will also bring the ‘Learn to Read’ book for the weekend. They can also 

share their ‘Love to Read’ book which you can read to them. You will receive 

further details about reading during the autumn term. Please record any reading 

in the reading record. E.g. We read 4 pages of the book and ‘name’ was able to 

decode some of the words, and ensure all books are kept in your child’s plastic 

reading wallet. This helps to protect them.  

• Phonics 

Your child should practise the focus sounds and words. You may wish to record 

this in the reading record. E.g. We practised the following sounds and tricky 

words. 

• Maths 

Your child should practise the mental maths focus daily. You may wish to record 

this in the reading record. E.g. We practised number bonds to 5.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiCg_3M48XiAhVIVhoKHcj-C30QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://northendenprimary.co.uk/home-school-agreement&psig=AOvVaw39ATwvJOQIHxMDRr6rpC8K&ust=1559392390495856
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Assessment 

The children’s learning is constantly assessed which affects our planning for their 

next steps to ensure they progress. You will have the opportunity to discuss 

progress at Parent Evenings in the autumn and spring terms. In the summer 

term, you will receive a written report, which you can discuss with your child’s 

teacher if you feel it necessary. We will contact you if we feel there is any cause 

for concern at any time throughout the year. If you are worried about your child’s 

progress, please make an appointment with your child’s class teacher to discuss 

it as soon as possible.  

 

Your child’s learning at school is documented using Tapestry. This 

is a secure online Learning Journal to record photos, observations 

and comments, in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage 

curriculum. It builds up a record of your child's experiences during 

their time in Reception.  

 

Capturing a complete picture of your child’s learning and development is 

important. Accurate assessment depends on contributions from a range of 

perspectives including the children, who are encouraged to communicate about 

and review their own learning. In addition to this, assessment builds on the 

insights of all adults who have significant interactions with the child, so 

contributions from home are valuable and essential. It is also a good way to 

create a dialogue between home and school. Tapestry is the ideal means for 

sharing out of school learning experiences. These do not have to be reading, 

writing or maths based activities but could include a family walk, playing with a 

favourite toy or helping out at home. To capture what your child thinks about 

what they are doing or what they notice, you can upload videos to Tapestry too. 

The children particularly like sharing these with their class when the teachers 

review Tapestry during the school day.     
Child view 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Parent view                                               School view 

 

 

A complete 
picture of 
learning & 

development 
in the EYFS 



8 
 

Clubs 

From the beginning of the Spring Term, the children in Reception will be able to 

join one of our Career Clubs. These are run across the school so the children have 

the chance to mix with different year groups and include Budding Gardeners, 

Junior Scientists, Sporting Personalities and Little Chefs. Children can sign up for 

one club that they continue for a term. Clubs finish at 4.15pm when all children 

are collected from the front of the school. Look out for further information on 

how to sign up your child, near the end of the Autumn Term. 

 

Snack Time 

Snack time is a social activity in which we will sit down as a class, talk and learn 

about the food we eat, share and take responsibility for handing out the food.  

 

  

 

Thanks to the School Fruit and Veg Scheme, supported by the 

NHS, all children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 will be able to 

choose from a variety of Fruit and Vegetables every day. 

 

Children under 5 (or children eligible for Pupil Premium funding) receive free 

milk every day. Once your child turns 5, you must pay a monthly subscription, to 

continue their daily milk snack. We will register your child for you, providing Cool 

Milk with their name and date of birth. If you would NOT like your child to receive 

free milk, please let us know. Otherwise, your child will receive free milk until 

the Friday before their 5th birthday. 
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Uniform 

Pupils are expected to wear a school uniform selected from the following: 

 

White Polo Shirt (optional branded polo shirt) 

Purple Branded V Neck Jumper/Cardigan 

Grey Trousers/Shorts/Skirt 

Purple Summer Dress (from May to July) 

Grey/White/Purple Socks/Tights 

Black Shoes or Closed Toe Sandals - Trainers and boots are not considered 

appropriate footwear 

 

PE Kit 

Purple Branded Polo Shirt 

Black Shorts 

Black Hoodie -plain (optional branded hoodie) 

Trainers or plimsolls for outdoor activities. Boot trainers are not considered 

suitable. Children do educational gymnastics in bare feet 

 

All branded uniform is available from Edgar Jerome Ltd 

7 Wellington Street, Aldershot, Hampshire, GU11 1DX or 01252 322020 

 

You will be informed which day your child has PE. We would ask that your child’s 

PE kit is in school every day and will be returned home for washing after each 

half term.  

Sleepers and stud earrings are allowed to be worn to school, but they must be 

non-jewelled and the child must be able to remove them for P.E. lessons. Single 

earrings are not permitted. 

 

Please label everything clearly with your child’s name. 

 

Your child will also need: 

Water Bottle (that can be refilled at school)  

Coat (we use the Outdoor Area in all weather) 

Sun Hat 

Spare Uniform/Underwear (if necessary) 

Sun Cream (if necessary) 

Wellies (if possible to leave at school)  


