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To explain:

• the Phonics Screening Check

• decoding using phonic knowledge 

• how to use sound buttons to support decoding



Phonic Screening Check
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• The statutory 'phonics screening check' was introduced in 2012.

• It is designed to give teachers and parents information on how your
child is progressing in phonics. It will help to identify whether your child
needs additional support at this stage so that they do not fall behind in
this vital early reading skill.

• It checks that your child can:
 Sound out and blend graphemes in order to read simple words.
 Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words, e.g.

cat, sand, windmill.

• It takes place nationally at the beginning of June. This year it’s from 12th

to 16th June with the following week available if anyone is absent.



Phonic Screening Check
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• The check is not about passing or failing but checking appropriate
progress is being made. If children do not reach the required standard,
then extra support will be offered to ensure your child can catch up.

• Children progress at different speeds so not reaching the threshold
score does not necessarily mean there is a serious problem. Your child
will re-sit the check in June whilst in Year 2.

• For the last few years, the threshold mark set by the government has
been 32 correct answers out of 40.

• The results will be shared in your child’s report. Schools then submit the
data to the LA which is then recorded nationally.



Phonic Screening Check
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• The check takes place individually away from distraction.

• The children read 40 words to an adult they know. There
are 20 real words and 20 pseudo words. The pseudo
words have an alien/ monster next to them.

• There are 4 words on each page.

• The children can read the words in any order and have a
break if needed.

• We encourage the children to add sound buttons to the
words to help them identify the sounds and ensure
children take their time.



Decoding
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• Early readers should use their phonic knowledge as the only route to 
decoding unknown words.

To decode, children need to:

• look at the letters in a word
• recognise them
• recall the sounds they make
• say the separate sounds in order 

from left to right
• Blend the sounds together from 

left to right to say the whole word

map m-a-p = map    
hot  h-o-t = hot



Recalling the sounds
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Little Wandle phonics lessons in Reception & Year 1 are spent learning the 
alphabetic code progressively, so the children know the sound the letter or letters 

represent when they decode a word.

44 sounds in the English language 
represented by 26 letters both individually 

and in combination.



How to Say the Sounds
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https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Make sure you are saying the sounds 

correctly to support your child.



Sound Buttons
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sat - individual letters represent each sound

rain-individual letters represent the r and n but the middle sound is represented by the letters ai

night-individual letters represent the n and t but the middle sound is represented by the letters igh

smile-individual letters represent the s, m, l but the digraph ie is split by the consonant l

digraph-2 

letters that 

represent 1 

sound

trigraph-3 letters 

that represent 1 

sound split digraph-a digraph 

in which the 2 letters are 

not next to each other. 

They are split by a 

consonant. e.g. ie

adjacent consonants -

consonants that appear next 

to each other to form a 

‘blend’.                                

e.g. st mp str bl These 

make separate sounds NOT 

ONE.



Reading longer words
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Add sound 

buttons and 

chunk into 

syllables



Let’s have a go…
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Thank you for coming and 
for your continued support


